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A Message from RAC Executive Director,

Liz Warren

Dear Friend of Riverside,

If you've ever walked past our building
and heard music drifting from a
rehearsal, or laughter spilling out of a
classroom, you already know
something important about this place:
Riverside Arts Center is alive because
of people like you.

For so many in Ypsilanti, RAC is more
than an arts center; it's a place where a
young person finds their voice and
builds confidence that carries into the
classroom and beyond. A place where
an older neighbor stays connected. A
place where someone picks up a
paintbrush for the first time in decades
and rediscovers joy. A place where
creativity and wellbeing take root for
all, including those who need it most.

Those moments are why Riverside
exists, and why your support is so
important.

Keeping a space like this strong and
accessible takes intention. It's built by

people who believe that creativity,
connection, and opportunity should
remain within reach for everyone in
this community. That's why I'm
inviting you to become a monthly
donor.

A gift of $5, $25, or $50 a month
allows RAC to plan ahead, expand
programs, and meet the community
in real time. Every dollar works harder
here: your support helps us leverage
additional grants and demonstrate to
other funders that this community
stands behind its arts center.

When you give monthly, you're not just
supporting programs. You're helping
sustain a place where people connect,
grow, and thrive.

If Riverside has ever meant something
to you, this is a meaningful way to
stand behind it.

With gratitude,
Liz Warren
Executive Director
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Woven Dialogues:

A conversation with the artists
of “Knit Narratives” Exhibition

Reese Ford, Hana Ichikawa, and Stella
Moore explore the act of painting as
both a tactile and conceptual form of
weaving in  Knit Narrative, an
exhibition on display at Riverside's
North Gallery. These artists applied to
RAC's 2025 Call for Exhibitions and
were selected for their powerful vision.
This past April, we spoke with Ford and
Ichikawa about the show:

RAC: Hello! Please introduce yourself!

R: My name is Reese Ford, and | am an
oil painting student at the University of
Michigan's Stamps School of Art &
Design.

H: | am a graduating senior at the
University of Michigan studying Art &
Design. | mainly work with oils as my
medium. | was born and raised in
Michigan. My parents immigrated
from Japan back in 1998, which is
central to my conceptual exploration
of my Asian American identity.

continued on page 3.
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A Renewed Theater for the Groups that Call it Home

New carpeting and sound upgrades are coming this fall,
just in time for the season ahead!

Our theater has been a working community space since the
day it opened, and the groups that use it have helped shape
what Riverside Arts Center is today. Youth theater campers
take the stage each summer, dance troupes rehearse and
perform throughout the year, and local theater companies
continue to bring the space to life with thought-provoking
and entertaining plays and musicals.

To better support the community that depends on it,
Riverside Arts Center will update the theater with new
carpeting, replacing flooring that has been in place for more
than 30 years. Upgrades to the theater’'s sound system will
improve audio clarity for performances, rehearsals, and
events.

Rentals @ Riverside

Together, these changes will transform how the space feels,
whether you regularly frequent the RAC Theater or are
visiting us for the first time. We are excited that this will be
the first of many capital improvements to our facilities,
which serves over 20,000 people annually.

Renovations are expected to wrap up by September.
Horizon Performing Arts will be among the first to return to
the stage, followed by Terpsichore Collective, and then our
theatre company in residence, PTD Productions. They will
continue the steady rhythm of performances that define
not only the theater but Ypsilanti's creative culture as a
whole. Be on the lookout for production details soon!

These improvements would not be possible without the
generous support from the Michigan Arts and Culture
Council and people like you.

Our facility, located in the heart of
downtown Ypsilanti, contains a variety
of flexible spaces, perfect for any visual
artist, performing artist, or non-profit

Riverside Art Center is proud to support
our creative community by offering
affordable spaces for events, classes,
performances, and more.

organization.

Find your space to create at Riverside!

RAC's Dance Studio is full of light,
shining in creative fuel for all things
moving and grooving!

« Rentals start at $25/hour.

Top Floor Main Room offers a large
flex-space, including a conference table,
built-in  projector, and Kkitchenette.
Perfect for meetings, retreats, and
community gatherings.

« Rentals start at $50/hour.

Top Floor Room-B is a small flex-space
perfect for meetings, workshops,
classes, rehearsals, and a break-out
room for the Top-Floor Main Room.

+ Rentals start at $25/hour.

The Off Center offers a medium-sized
flex space that includes an art sink and
portable gallery walls, ideal for
workshops and classes, meetings,
rehearsals, and performances.

+ Rentals start at $40/hour.

Studio 1 is a small flex space that
includes an art sink and mirrors, ideal
for workshops and classes, meetings,
rehearsals, and movement research.

« Rentals start at $25/hour.

Have your arts event at Riverside Arts
Center! For more information and to
inquire about rentals, visit
riversidearts.org/rent-space.




Knit Narrative Continued:

RAC: When reviewing submissions for
the call for exhibitions, we were struck
not only by your individual practices,
but by Knit Narrative's point of view as
a whole - its exploration of the
personal and interpersonal, and the
way it builds a collective whole out of
individualized, actualized forms. Can
you speak to this idea of knitting and
weaving as both a material and a
conceptual thread, how it connects
across all three bodies of work?

H: We come  from different
backgrounds but landed in the same
school. We each have a story to tell,
but | dont see it as a simple
autobiography. For me, | used to think
painting was a private practice, a
process that is not visible to the public
eye. That mindset has quickly taken an
isolating toll on me as someone who
was seeking Asian American solidarity
while trying to figure myself out as a
person. After meeting other
outstanding painters like Reese and
Stellg, it felt like painting was a silently
shared and appreciated act of
archiving the human experience.
We're like a woven structure of leftover
scrap yarns, and | think that's beautiful.

Stella and Reese have some pieces in

the show that features textile work
that connects our pieces into one big
painting exhibit or a “quilt.”

R: There's a unique physical and
emotional tactility in this show. In
regular viewing settings, there'’s always
an assumed distance between art and
audience, but in this case, the textile
aspect of Stella’s piece invites a more
intimate experience. We take this idea
of increasing intimacy in other forms
of presentation: paintings of smaller
scale that you must be close to
witness, imagery of family lineages,
and evidence of personal reflections
upon our bodies, gender expression,
and culture.

RAC: When creating Khnit Narrative,
was there a collaborative process
between all three artists?

R: This show has existed long before
we gave it a name or place to
manifest. | met Hana and Stella in our
freshman year of college in the same
3-D foundational course. We were at
the very beginning of our academic
journeys. While we didn't paint in that
particular class, our friendship has
lasted over the years and bolstered
each other’s creative practices.

H: | remember scheduling a day in the
summer to sit down over Zoom and

REESE FORD, ARTIST

thread everything together with our
existing work. We talked a lot about
women in creative fields, labor, craft.
Depictions of feminized bodies were a
pattern in our works, and we wanted
to emphasize that connection to
gender politics.

RAC: Which work in the show would
you point to as a good entry point for
first-time viewers? A piece that opens
a door into the exhibition as a whole.

H: | recommend starting with Reese's
Maternal Line and ending with Stella’s
Cornfield (Navel Gazing)! They uncover
the layers of femmmehood, exploration
of the body as a rectilinear painting
structure, and as a literal visual symbol,
tradition, culture, and social inquiry.

RAC: Is there anything else you want
readers to know about Knit Narrative?!

H: Thank you to Riverside Arts Center
for hosting us, and | hope we can share
the beautiful, reincarnating process of
expressing joy and grief through
painting from this show!

Knit Narrative exhibits through June
7" in the North Gallery at Riverside
Arts Center. Learn more and read an
extended version of this interview at
riversidearts.org/gallery.

New Junior Counselor Program for Art Explorers! Summer Camps

Art Explorers! Summer Camps at Riverside, now in its fifth
year, offers 7 week-long day camps for creatives ages 6-13.
Art Explorers gives young people the space to experiment,
build confidence, and connect through artmaking,
including drawing, painting, sculpture, and mixed media.

In 2026, Riverside is excited to pilot a new Junior Counselor
program, designed specifically for former campers who
want to stay engaged with Riverside and who are
interested in building their leadership skills.

This pilot program will provide a first glimpse into what it's

like to support a classroom from the other side. Junior
Counselors will work alongside our staff as they help set up
and clean up materials, assist campers with projects, and
help maintain an organized and welcoming environment.
Just as importantly, they'll serve as near-peer role models
who remember what it's like to be a camper, meeting kids
where they are. They know what it feels like to walk into
camp for the first time, to get stuck on a project, and to feel
proud of something they've made.

We're excited to welcome our 2026 Junior Counselors and

can't wait to see how this new initiative will grow.
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THE BIG IDEA

Riverside Arts Center offers, promotes,
and nurtures dynamic arts and cultural
programs in Ypsilanti and beyond.

GIVE TODAY!

SAVE THE DATE

PTD PRODUCTIONS
@ RAC THEATER

Ypsi Fine Arts RAC @ A2SF
Club Kidzone RAC @ Dart for Art

Every 1 and 3™ June 26", 5pm, at July 14", 5pm, in
wednesdays of A2SF in Downtown, Ann
the month. 5pm at Downtown, Anhn Arbor
RAC Arbor
i ART EXPLORERS!

o, ’fw‘ SUMMER CAMPS
= e g

RAC @ Ypsi Pride PTD Productions: Riverside’s

Southern Rapture Holiday Art Fair
July 18", 2pm, in
Depot Town, August 13" - 22 November 21* &
Ypsilanti in RAC Theater 22", at RAC

76 N HURON ST. YPSILANTI, MI
www.riversidearts.org « 734.480.ARTS (2787)

Riverside Arts Center is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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